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guided critical initiatives including regional
transportation planning, growth management
and economic development.

In his twelve years as Snohomish County
Executive, Bob successfully strengthened part-
nerships among the county, local govern-
ments, and other public and private entities to
create a shared vision for a prosperous com-
munity. Under Bob’s leadership and prudent
fiscal management, the county was able to
plan, design and fund several important coun-
ty facilities. In 2007, the county administration
building was named “The Robert J. Drewel
Building” in honor of Bob’s integrity, leader-
ship and ability to work across party lines as
County Executive.

In addition to his leadership at the PSRC
and as Snohomish County Executive, Bob is
the past President and CEO of Everett Com-
munity College and the former Chairman of
Sound Transit. Bob also helped build commu-
nity partnerships as a board member of the
Economic Development Council, Healthy
Communities Initiative, and United Way of
Snohomish County. Bob’s civic involvements
extend even further to include the Henry M.
Jackson Foundation, Rotary, Everett Area
Chamber of Commerce and numerous other
community organizations.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor that | rec-
ognize Bob Drewel. Bob personifies the ideal
of public service to his fellow citizens. | wish
him the best in his retirement.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF BRANDT
GROTTE

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 3, 2013

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Brandt Grotte, who is retiring after eight years
of service on the San Mateo City Council, two
of them as mayor. Brandt has been a tireless
advocate for environmental sustainability. He
began his advocacy on the Planning Commis-
sion, where he served for five years, including
one year each as chair and vice-chair.

Brandt has many uncommon characteristics.
For example, his hand is always going up
when the question is asked, “Would anyone
like to. . .” During his years on the council,
Brandt Grotte served on the sustainability ad-
visory committee, the Measure C committee
that resulted in strengthening police and fire
services, and he was the city’s representative
to the City/County Association of Govern-
ments.

Brandt lives on the city’'s east side and
knows the challenges that confront those
neighborhoods. He took the lead in convincing
his neighbors to assess themselves to fix seri-
ous flooding issues. He is passionate about
his neighborhood, and thousands of homes
were removed from the flood plain as a result
of his leadership. Aside from homes no longer
being threatened with flooding, these neigh-
bors were relieved of the costs of paying for
flood insurance.

Even before he joined the city council,
Brandt was active in neighborhood issues,
starting in 1989. He is a founding member of
the Shoreview-Parkside Neighborhood Asso-
ciation and president of the San Mateo United
Homeowners Association. He is also a mem-
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ber of numerous committees, task forces and
organizations, among them the Citizens Com-
mittee on Social Service Providers, the Bay
Meadows Foundation, the City of San Mateo
Citizens’ Academy, and the Chamber of Com-
merce’s Leadership Program. Clearly Brandt
Grotte has a heart that is as big as the entire
city of San Mateo, and he is universally
viewed as a sincere, caring leader.

Brandt was born in 1956 and grew up in
communities all over the United States and
abroad because his father was in the Air
Force. It was this early international experi-
ence that he credits with teaching him sensi-
tivity to other cultures, a skill that has served
him well when developing policies and obtain-
ing consensus in the diverse communities of
San Mateo.

Brandt attended Leland High School in San
Jose and then earned his BA in Aquatic Biol-
ogy from UC Santa Barbara in 1979. He re-
ceived his Masters degree in Environmental
Management from USF in 1996. He works as
a global environmental safety and health man-
ager in the electronics industry.

Brandt is married to Kathy Shields and has
two stepsons, Aaron and Kyle. In his spare
time he enjoys reading.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the House of Represent-
atives to rise with me to honor Brandt Grotte
for his outstanding service to the residents of
San Mateo. In Brandt we have the personifica-
tion of the adage that still waters run deep.
His strategic thinking and consensus-building
skills will be missed, but his smile will always
be present as he continues in other roles
throughout our community.

———

OBAMA’S MORAL FAILURE IN
SUDAN

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 3, 2013

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | submit for the
RECORD a compelling open letter that Eric
Reeves, noted Sudan researcher and activist
and a professor at Smith College, recently
sent to President Obama expressing his dis-
may at the moral failure of the Obama admin-
istration in responding to “the continuing mass
atrocities perpetrated by the current regime in
Khartoum (Sudan). . .”

Reeves notes the contrast between
Obama’s outspoken rhetoric on Sudan as a
senator and eventual presidential candidate
versus the indefensible silence, appeasement
and moral equivalency which has marked his
administration’s posture toward a genocidal re-
gime.

In February 2012 | travelled to Yida refugee
camp in South Sudan. | heard devastating
firsthand accounts of the violence, terror and
starvation being brought to bear against the
Sudanese people by the regime in Khartoum.
| recall speaking with one woman who de-
scribed herself and her people as “forsaken.”
| specifically asked her if there was anything
she wanted me to tell President Obama. She
said the only thing she wanted was for Omar
Bashir, an internationally indicted war criminal,
to be arrested.

But rather than working to facilitate Bashir
being brought to justice, this administration
seems bent, in the words of Professor
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Reeves, “on throwing a political and economic
lifeline to the regime.”

| can’t help but wonder why the Obama Ad-
ministration views the Sudanese people as
any less deserving of a lifeline.

AN OPEN LETTER TO PRESIDENT OBAMA ON
THE BOMBING OF NORTH SHARAFA, EAST
JEBEL MARRA (DARFUR)

[From Eric Reeves, Nov. 30, 2013]

PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA,
The White House, Washington, DC

DEAR PRESIDENT OBAMA: The moral failure
of your administration to respond to the
continuing mass atrocities perpetrated by
the current regime in Khartoum (Sudan)
grows daily, and has done so for the past five
years. Your refusal to condemn, in the
strongest terms, the continuing war crimes
and crimes against humanity committed by
the National Islamic Front/National Con-
gress Party tyranny stands in stark contrast
to your urgent words as a Senator, as a pres-
idential candidate, and as an elected Presi-
dent. As a senator in 2004, you called the
atrocities in Darfur ‘‘genocide.’” You said so
again as a presidential candidate in 2007 and
chided the Bush administration for its ac-
commodation of Khartoum. Invoking Rwan-
da and Bosnia as justification for humani-
tarian intervention in Darfur, you said, ‘‘The
United States has a moral obligation any-
time you see humanitarian catastrophes.”
You declared further,

“When you see a genocide in Rwanda, Bos-
nia or in Darfur, that is a stain on all of us,
a stain on our souls. . . . We can’t say ‘never
again’ and then allow it to happen again, and
as a president of the United States I don’t in-
tend to abandon people or turn a blind eye to
slaughter.” (Video recording available at:
http:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=QEd583-
fA8M#t=15; all emphases have been added)

And as President you again characterized
Darfur as the site of ‘‘genocide.”’

But despite such strong language, your ad-
ministration has come to substitute words of
appeasement, feigned ignorance of atrocity
crimes, and a grotesque moral equivalence
between Khartoum and its adversaries, one
that would put in balance the regime’s geno-
cidal destruction and the actions by the var-
ious rebel groups that have emerged to resist
Khartoum’s tyranny. Your first special
envoy to Sudan arrived declaring his strat-
egy for confronting the regime’s
génocidaires in words that have become syn-
onymous with diplomatic absurdity:

“We’ve got to think about giving out cook-
ies,” said [Scott] Gration, who was appointed
in March. ‘““Kids, countries—they react to
gold stars, smiley faces, handshakes, agree-
ments, talk, engagement.”” (Washington Post
[el-Fasher, Darfur], September 29, 2009)

In March 2009 the Khartoum regime ex-
pelled from Darfur thirteen of the world’s
finest humanitarian organizations, then pro-
viding roughly half the total international
humanitarian capacity for millions of peo-
ple. Your surrogate diplomatic representa-
tive—then-Senator and now Secretary of
State John Kerry—declared in the wake of
Khartoum'’s ruthless expulsions:

‘“We have agreement [with Khartoum] that
in the next weeks we will be back to 100 per-
cent [humanitarian] capacity,” said [Senator
John] Kerry. (Reuters [el-Fasher], April 17,
2009)

This was a cruel lie, as Kerry and everyone
within the humanitarian community work-
ing in Darfur well knew. Indeed, this was
such transparent mendacity that even now it
carries the stench of supreme expediency.

Your second special envoy, Princeton
Lyman, declared in late June 2011 that there
wasn’t enough evidence to support reports of
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